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Friendship.
[A.D. 17
a little wine upon the table, described every thing with wet finger: 'Here we were, here were the Turks/ &c. £ Johnson listened with the closest attention.
A question was started, how far people who disagree ir capital point can live in friendship together. Johnson s; they might. Goldsmith said they could not, as they had r the idem velle atqiie idem nolle^—the same likings and t same aversions. JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, you must shun t •subject as to which you disagree. For instance, I can 1 very well with Burke: I love his knowledge, his genius, diffusion, and affluence of conversation; but I would not t; to him of the Rockingham party.' GOLDSMITH. ' But, S when people live together who have something as to wh they disagree, and which they want to shun, they will be the situation mentioned in the story of Bluebeard: " "V may look into all the chambers but one." But we shoi have the greatest inclination to look into that chamber, talk of that subject.' JOHNSON, (with a loud voice.) ( Si am not saying that you. could live in friendship with a n from whom you differ as to some point: I am only say that /could do it. You put me in mind of Sappho in Ovi<
Goldsmith told us, that he was now busy in writing a r ural history3, and, that he might have full leisure for it,
1 ' Idem velle atque idem nolle ea demum firma amicitia est.' I lust, Catilina, xx. 4.
a More than one conjecture has been hazarded as to the passagi which Johnson referred.   I believe that he was thinking of the line ' Et variis albae junguntur saepe columbae; Et niger a viridi turtur amatur ave.'
Sappho to Phaon, line 3 ' Turtles and doves of differing hues unite, And glossy jet is paired with shining white.'    (Po Goldsmith had said that people to live in friendship together n have the same likings and aversions.    Johnson thereupon call! mind Sappho, who had shown that there could be love where tl was little likeness.
3 It was not published till after Goldsmith's death. It is in the of new books in the Gent. Mag. for Aug. 1774, p. 378. See post, ur June 22, 1776, the note on Goldsmith's epitaph.ere in 1716-17. Rose's Biog. Diet.™. 266 and x. 381. He was not therefore quite so young as Boswell thought.
